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Letters of support

Department of Conservation

Tongariro National Trout Centre

Landcare Trust

Foxton Tourist and Development Assoc.

Foxton Community Board

Horowhenua District Council

Horizons Regional Council

The Morgan Foundation



 Massey University, Innovative River Solutions

 Wildbase Hospital, Massey University

 Foxton Beach School

 Foxton Primary School

 Coley Street School

 Shannon School

 Westmount School

 Save Our River Trust

 Manawatu Estuary Trust

 Mavtech Museum

 Radio Foxton

 Owlcatraz Native Bird and Wildlife Park

 Foxton Flax Stripper Museum Trust

 Foxton RSA



Inter Trust Cooperation
Three Foxton Trusts work closely together;
the Save Our River Trust, The Manawatu
Estuary Trust and Wildlife Foxton Trust as
well as NZ Landcare Trust.

Wildlife Foxton Trust is a member of the
Environmental Network Manawatu .

This boat was donated to SORT by the Easton
family but was non operational. WFT has
now restored the boat with funding raised
partially from the Manawatu Estuary Trust
and the boat is now available to members of
the three trusts for work on the Manawatu
Estuary and the Foxton River Loop.



Environmental 
Improvement

Wildlife Foxton Trust worked with The NZ 
Landcare Trust, the Department of 
Conservation, Horizons Regional Council and 
the Horowhenua District Council assisting in 
the funding of the Whitebait Creek Culvert.

This culvert improve access of whitebait to 
their spawning grounds.



Community Involvement
Wildlife Foxton Trust works with volunteers 
from the Te Awahou Masonic Village.

These volunteers currently are building bird 
feeders and nesting boxes, letter boxes and 
other wooden structures as fundraisers for 
WFT.

The picture shows, at the bottom, the DOC 
150 Trap box built by them.





Hardworking 
Volunteers

Each and every week a team of volunteers 
led by a WFT Trustee works diligently 
restoring the Foxton Loop, making the river 
frontage an attractive area  for the 
community.

This involves weed and willow control as well 
as planting mowing and general maintenance 



Pest Control
Wildlife Foxton Trust has worked with 
Horizons Regional Council and Foxton Beach 
School to decorate and set 40 plus Tippy 
Traps around the Foxton beach area.

These traps are monitored by volunteers 
from Wildlife Foxton Trust and have been 
successful in catching stoats and hedgehogs 
so far.

WFT have also built 25 DOC 150 traps with 
the mechanisms being provided by Dept. of 
Conservation and the boxes built by our 
volunteers from Te Awahou Masonic Village



Education

Students from schools as far away from 
Palmerston North enjoy visiting WFT to learn 
about native fish and NZ native lizards.

Many schools are working with WFT to 
benefit their students with hands on 
experience of our native wildlife.



Wildlife Foxton 
Centre

Wildlife Foxton Centre occupies a 
prime site, just 130m from State 
Highway 1, on the corner of Main, 
Union and Harbour Streets on the 
banks of the Foxton Loop of the 
Manawatu River [Piriharakeke].



Draft Design

 1, New Entrance Foyer  possibly 
incorporating Gift Shop

 2, Free Flight aviary

 3, Aquaria, from the mountains 
to the sea

 4, Restaurant and Bar

 5, Administrative Offices

 6, Terraria for lizards
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Fish

The aquaria will hold both native and 
imported game and pest fish for education 
purposes, from the mountain to the sea –
including sea dwelling varieties.



Lizards
Wildlife Foxton Trust is increasing its 
collection of NZ native Lizards as 
permitting and availability  allows.

There are some 94 unique NZ 
Lizards and our collection is 
growing.

NZ lizards are unique in that they do 
not lay eggs but give birth to one or 
two young per annum.



Birds

Wildlife Foxton Centre will have a 
free flight aviary with some smaller 
specialist aviaries for birds that are 
not good mixers.



Huge Educational &Tourist Potential
Just 130 metres and visible from State Highway 1

Situated on the banks of the Foxton Loop

Main, Union and Harbour Street frontages

Existing Buildings easily developed into the Wildlife Centre

Already a major hub for ecological re-development

Currently involved with weed and pest control

Great co-operation with other Trusts

Growing number of dedicated volunteers

Great opportunity for public/private partnership



Points of Difference
Low maintenance Site – No major pest challenges

Wide range of native fauna – Fish, Lizards, birds, 
insects

Readily accessible from State Highway 1, On the banks 
of the Foxton Loop of the Manawatu River

Environmentally friendly – Solar Power.

Active publishers 



Publications

The Godwit – Our monthly newsletter

The Wrybill – Our students’ newsletter

NZ Gecko and Skink Husbandry Manual

Birds you might see at the Manawatu Estuary
A book of photographs by Terry Oliver-Ward; ISBN 978-0-9941320-01



Funding requirements

 Total requirements; $3,000,000
 Independent Feasibility Study: $20,000
 Purchase of Land and Buildings: $1,000,000
 Developments and 1st years operating cost: 

$2,000,000.


